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CalCPA advocates for the public policy interests of  the CPA profession and 
related professionals working in large, medium and small public accounting firms, as well as 
businesses throughout California. We strive to ensure that our members’ voices are heard 
while public policy is being developed and debated. 

To be successful, CalCPA maintains a comprehensive government relations program 
with a multipronged approach for engaging in the public policy process. We have full-
time professional staff in Sacramento that works to anticipate and respond to proposals 
that impact the profession, build strategic alliances with advocacy stakeholders and keep 
members apprised of  emerging policy issues. Moreover, we have a robust grassroots network 
of  engaged member leaders that commit time and resources to establish relationships with 
legislators and brand CalCPA members as community leaders invested in California’s future. 
A third, integral component of  CalCPA’s advocacy program is the CPA-PAC: CalCPA’s 
member-managed political action committee (PAC).

While much of  the CPA-PAC’s activities are behind the scenes, it’s immensely important 
to the overall success of  our advocacy efforts. Politics plays a huge role in the public policy 
process. As an extensively legislated and highly regulated profession, which must compete 
with dozens of  other special interests to achieve policy goals and avoid onerous regulation, 
we also must participate in the political process. 

The CPA-PAC fills this role by providing an opportunity to remain well-connected to 
decision makers at the Capitol. CPA-PAC is funded by voluntary contributions from CalCPA 
members. The CPA-PAC board works with CalCPA government relations staff to make 
political contributions to legislators and candidates—regardless of  party affiliation—that 
understand the importance of  the CPA profession in California and are in key positions to 
help advance the advocacy goals of  CalCPA. Contributions allow for representatives of  the 
profession to attend events with legislators to cement relationships that have been developed 
over time. Not only do legislators see CalCPA as the leader of  the profession, but also our 
efforts demonstrate the profession is meaningfully engaged in the political process.

Together We Can Make a Difference
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Members on PAC
Don’t just take it from me. Check out  
what the CPA-PAC means to other  
CalCPA member leaders and longtime  
PAC supporters:

“I contribute to CPA-PAC to enable our 
profession to be fully engaged in the 
policy process. CPAs are among the most 
trusted professionals in the U.S. As trusted 
advisors, our direct insight and proactive 
discussions with our legislative leaders 
regularly results in policies that are good 
for the consumer, business community 
and government.”

—2019-20 CalCPA Chair Bob Reynolds

“CPA-PAC has protected California CPAs 
and the value of our licenses numerous 
times in the past and continues to support 
our fight for our profession. In an ever-fluid 
public policy environment, our profession 
relies on the support provided by CPA-PAC.”

—CalCPA Council member Gina DeRosa

“After witnessing the intellectual depth 
and industry knowledge of our advocacy 
team, I knew that my contributions to the 
CPA-PAC were helping the CPA profession 
in countless ways.”

—CalCPA Board of Directors Vice Chair Mike Ray

“I have repeatedly witnessed the 
CalCPA team halt legislation behind 
the scenes—legislation that would be 
potentially devastating to California 
CPAs, businesses and consumers.  
CalCPA has earned the respect and 
reputation amongst legislators by being 
present and involved, while providing 
reasonable fact-based explanations 
about the problems with the proposed 
legislation. This respect was built over 
time in part because of our meaningful 
participation in the political process. 
That can only happen if we support the 
CPA-PAC. I urge everyone to contribute 
what they can to keep us at the table and 
in front of those making the decisions 
that impact our practice.”

—CalCPA Government Relations Committee Chair 
Jennifer Ziegler

Back the PAC



Doing the Leg Work
Every year we face a number of  proposed laws and regulations that can 
make it more challenging and complex for our profession to provide the 
high quality services our clients expect. During the current legislative 
session we tackled issues related to consistency with national accounting 
standards, significant alterations of  the tax enforcement process, 
deregulation of  licensure requirements, tax conformity, the complete 
overhaul of  the rules for determining a worker status and the growing 
threat of  tax on business services (including tax, audit and consulting 
services provided by CPAs).

Each time one of  these restrictive and costly proposals surface, 
the importance of  our participation in the political process becomes 
evident. Just imagine what a 3 percent tax on your services would mean 
for you, your firm and your clients. If  your California book of  business 
were $50 million, your services would be $1.5 million more expensive—
not including the added fees and administrative costs for you and your 
clients to comply with the massive shift in tax policy. 

The CPA-PAC helps with our advocacy efforts by creating an 
additional opportunity for the CPA profession to get in front of  key 
decision makers to get to know them, their interests, their motivations 
and their priorities. Legislators also get to know the profession, what 
we care about, what CalCPA is doing to help make California a better 
place and how we can help them accomplish their goals. 

 Securing the Profession’s Future
As the political landscape changes, Sacramento is a hotbed of  political 
activity, making our need to connect with those who share our 
commitment to the CPA profession even more important. Our robust 
government relations program gives us the opportunity to do that; but  
for it to be successful, we need to support all aspects of  it—including  
the CPA-PAC.  

The CPA-PAC is funded by voluntary contributions from  
CalCPA members and we can only be as influential as our resources 
allow us to be. For those who have invested in the CPA-PAC, I  
thank you for your support. It helps us by amplifying  the voice of   
the profession. 

For those who have not contributed, I strongly encourage you  
to make a contribution. After we have invested the time and resources  
for our license, it’s only logical to continue to invest in the future of   
our profession. 

Visit calcpa.org/pac for more information and to make a 
contribution, which you can also include with your CalCPA 
membership dues. To learn more about CalCPA’s government  
relations efforts, you can contact our government relations staff at  
(916) 441-5351, email calcpaGR@calcpa.org or visit calcpa.org/
government-relations.

Together, we can make a difference. Thank you for your support.




